
Summer Assignment 

AICE English Language 

Mrs. Robin M. Berard 

 

In class this year we will be conducting a rigorous study of syntax. This summer 
assignment has been designed to prepare students for that study. Please read thoroughly 
and follow directions carefully. You are responsible for all material. 

What is Syntax? 

The term syntax refers not only to the structure of sentences, their types, their uses, their 
connection, and the variations authors chose, but also to smaller structures within sentences. 
Phrases (any group of words) and clauses (groups of words that contain a subject and a verb, 
are also syntactic elements that require a reader's attention. 

Why study syntax?  

Thinking and talking about syntax will help both our own writing and our understanding of 
prose style. Studying syntax will stretch your options and help you to develop a writing style of 
your own. This study will help you write better sentences that are shaped by content and 
driven by purpose. You know how to write short sentences, so for the most part we will be 
studying how to write longer sentences that are grammatically correct. These longer 
sentences will give your sentences a sense of elegance. 

Syntax affects the pace of a piece: 

1.  Short, clipped phrases, sentences and clauses tend to create a feeling of quickness, 
decisiveness, and speed to a piece. It is important to be aware of the content of a piece and 
look for connections to syntax. Pay attention to how pacing relates to the action and purpose 
of a particular piece. 

2. Long sentences slow the pace of the piece. Often then are connected to a contemplative 
section, a heavy or serious subject, and the writer wants to emphasize that. Sometimes they 
are placed in a piece for the purpose of demonstrating the ramblings of a character, the 
ludicrousness of an idea, or the ridiculousness of a situation. Sometimes they are used for 
added description. 

  

 

Know these terms for sentence lengths: 



1. telegraphic - shorter than five words in length 

2. short - approximately five words. 

3. medium - approximately 18 words. 

4. long - 30 words or more. 

  

You should know the types of sentences: 

1. Declarative - The king is sick. 

2. Imperative - Cure the king. 

3. Interogative - Is the king sick? 

4. Exclamatory - The king is dead; long live the king! 

  

You should be familiar with independent clauses, dependent clauses and noun clauses. 

You should be familiar with the different types of phrases: prepositional, participial, 
infinitive, appositive, and gerund. 

  

In addition, you should also know sentence structures: 

1. Simple sentence - Contains one subject and one verb. It has one main, complete thought. 

2. Compound sentence - Contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinate conjunction 
or by a semi colon. It has two or more main, complete thoughts. 

3. Complex sentence - Contains one simple sentence (independent clause)  and one or 
subordinate clauses. 

4. Compound/ Complex sentence - contains two or more independent clauses and one or more 
subordinate clauses. 

And, of course, in order to know all of the above you must be familiar with the 8 parts of 
speech: noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, interjection, pronoun. (The 
parts of speech were part of your middle school and elementary school curriculum). 

Your summer assignment: Using internet sources, strengthen your 

understanding of any of the above material necessary. Complete the following "project": 

Find IN YOUR READING 4 examples of simple sentences, 4 examples of compound sentences, 
4 examples of complex sentences, and 4 examples of compound/complex sentences. Create a 



word document with your name and date in the upper right. Cite sources informally (book, 
author, page number). Your document should look like this: 

  

Robin M. Berard 

August, 2018 

  

Simple Sentences 

1. "I keep a stable downriver from here." (King Tut, Robin Berard, page 71) 

2. "I decide to make my fellow tributes a priority." (The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins, page 
155) 

etc. 

  

In addition, expect a test on all material discussed here IN THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL. 

READ, READ, READ. 

 



Summer Assignment 2018: Cambridge AICE History I    

   Mrs. Lehrman- Stacy.lehrman@browardschools.com 

Please write out the responses to the following questions.  This should be your own work – not that of your friends and/or 

classmates.  Be prepared to discuss and turn in your work when you return to school in the fall.   

I. US History Basic Review – Use any books or online resources to answer these questions.  You can access the textbook 

on Canvas or use any valid source.  Be sure to identify where you found your info (the web address will do for online 

resources). 

1.  The United States has had two different types of government in its history as an independent nation, each with a 

different structure 

a. What was the first government of the independent United States (1781-1789)?  What type of government 

structure was this?  Explain. What were the accomplishments and failures of this government? 

b. What is the second government of the United States (1789 to the present)?  What type of government 

structure does it have?  Explain. Why was it called a bundle of compromises? 

c. Compare & contrast the two governments of the United States.  In what ways are they similar?  In what 

ways are they different? 

d. Compare & contrast the first two party system (Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans) in the US. How 

did the two party system begin, in what ways were the similar?  In what ways are they different?  What 

happened to these two parties? 

2. What was the Missouri Compromise of 1820?  Why was it so controversial? 

3. What new territories did the US gain in the Mexican-American War 1846-1848?  

II.  Read Ch. 3 of The Impending Crisis by David M. Potter –A copy is attached to my summer work.  Feel free to print off 

a copy so that you can annotate the text, as needed. 

4. Identify several issues that had divided the North & the South and led to increasing sectionalism ever since the 

founding of the United States. 

5. How did the government structure of the United States contribute to this sectionalism, especially on the issue of 

slavery? 

6. Identify the four basic positions on slavery or “formulas” that the author says emerged as a way of dealing with the 

issue of slavery in the newly acquired western territories of the US. 

a. Give a basic description of each position or formula. 

b. Compare and contrast the four positions or formulas.   

i. In what ways were they similar?   

ii. In what ways were they different?   

iii. If you had to categorize or group the four positions/formulas, how would you do it? Which ones 

are most similar?  Which ones are most different? Explain why you grouped them like you did? 

iv. Which position/formula seems to you the best way to deal with the issue of slavery in the 

western territories?  Explain your response. 

III. Vocabulary– Identify the following terms which are used or referred to in the reading The Impending Crisis.  

7. Write the definition and significance of the following terms using the time period of 1840s-1850s: 

a. Sectionalism 

b. 3/5th Compromise (1780-90s) 

c. Federalists (1780-90s) 

d. Jeffersonian Republicans (1780-90s) 

e. Annexation of Texas 

f. Wilmot Proviso 

g. Louisiana Purchase  

h. Henry Clay 

i. Popular Sovereignty 

j. Stephen A. Douglas 

k. James Polk 

l. Manifest Destiny 

m. Free-Soilers 

n.  James Buchanan 

o. Lewis Cass 

p. Democrats vs. Whigs 

q. John C. Calhoun 

r. Dred Scott decision

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at Stacy.lehrman@browardschools.com. I hope you have a great 

summer! 
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